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Perspective One: Douglas and the HBC

* The Songhees were fully informed in their
decision to give up their lands in return for
cash, blankets and clothing.

* The treaty was permanent and signed by the
chiefs of the bands, making it a legal
transaction.

Perspective Two: The Songhees

* The negotiation as they understood it was an
agreement to ‘rent’ the land to the settlers.

* The cash, blankets and clothes they received
were a form of yearly payment for use of the
land.

* The land belongs to the people, and therefore
it cannot be signed away in negotiation.
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